
A   Message from the Principal 
Father Juan Salonga 

By: Joe Behr 6A 

Father Juan was born in the Philip-

pines. As a child in the Philippines, he would 

pretend to be a priest by using his bed sheets 

as props. At the age of six, he started to have 

prayer services for the neighborhood. He was 

a catechist from 1992-1993 and visited six 

different public schools for thirty minutes a 

day to preach about God. Father Juan trained 

altar servers while he was at his old church. 

He was then an Administrative Assistant in 

the Navy and was called to be a priest in the 

year 2000. For most people to become a 

priest it takes about five years of study, but it 

took him ten. He first served with the Colum-

ban Fathers for about two years. In 2004, he 

joined the Vocationist Fathers but left in 

2007. In September of this year, he came to 

our parish and really likes it here. Father Juan 

enjoys seeing the childrenôs smiling faces. 

He says that his one challenge is to write a 

homily for students in words they can under-

stand. Father Juan hopes his stay at OLV will 

be a lengthy one. Welcome to our family!      
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 I can not believe how fast the school year has 

gone by already! I want to thank everyone for support-

ing our Christmas Bazaar and for the beautiful Christ-

mas Concert and Pageant. All the students did a won-

derful job and I thank them for their many hours of 

practice. Remember to keep Christ in Christmas. Have 

a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 

Year. 

                                               Mrs. Esemplare 

Teacher Feature 
By: Brittany Notarangelo and Hayley Allen 7A 

         Brittany and I had the opportunity to sit down with Mrs. 

Bierman, the second grade teacher to ask her some questions. 

Mrs. Bierman attended Holy Rosary Academy High School, 

then St. Peterôs College and Jersey City State College where 

she received a degree in Special Education. Before coming to 

OLV, she was a teacher at St. Peterôs Elementary School 

where she taught 5th grade Language Arts. She has also 

taught at Immaculate Conception. Mrs. Bierman has many 

hobbies that include skiing, swimming, reading, and baking. 

She and her husband Tom have two sons named Tom and 

Mike. She loves dogs, but has a pet hermit crab named Her-

mie. Mrs. Bierman also told us that her favorite part about 

teaching is that she likes seeing the faces on the children 

when they learn something new. Thank you Mrs. Bierman 

for taking the time to talk to us!     
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Editorial Letter  
Cory Ransom & Victoria Levering 

 Welcome back! We are proud to be your 

newspaper editors this year and cannot wait to put 

out some awesome editions of the Viking Point of 

View. We are trying our hardest to keep all of the 

grades included in the newspaper. We hope that 

you will enjoy this first issue. It is jam packed with 

news about what is going on around the school, 

student and alumni spotlights, fun facts, and much 

more. 

 November 28th marked the first Sunday of 

Advent. December is a very hectic time of year, 

and Catholics sometimes forget what Christmas is 

about. Remember that Jesus is the reason for the 

season; we should not concentrate on any material 

items. It is fine to look forward to Santa Clausô ar-

rival, but focus on the arrival of Jesus even more. 

Advent should be a time of prayerful preparation.  

Crossing Guard Award 
By: Tyler McCormack 8A 

 This year O.L.Vôs crossing guard, Irislea Koval, received 

an award from the Chief of Police, Michael Burns. Iris has been a 

crossing guard for 36 years and has been at O.L.V. for 34 of those 

years. Iris told me when she received the award ñI was very ex-

citedò. Iris also told me that ñI love to see the children and I some-

times get to see parents that I crossed as childrenò. O.L.V. thanks 

you Iris for keeping us safe. 

125th Anniversary  

Dinner of Our Lady of  

Victories Church 
By Brittany Notarangelo 7A 

 The 125 Anniversary Dinner 

was held at St. Clements Hall in Ma-

tawan. At the dinner there was a DJ, 

food, dancing, and speakers. The 

speakers talked about the 125 year 

history of Our Lady of Victories 

Church. Approximately 140 people 

attended the dinner including former 

parish priests. The 125th Anniver-

sary Dinner of Our Lady of Victories 

Church was a great way to celebrate 

the Anniversary of our church.  

The 125th Anniversary of Our Lady of Victories Parish 
By Gabrielle Menguito 8A 

The Our Lady of Victories Parish was founded in 1885 in Sayreville, NJ. It is 

now the 2nd oldest church in the Diocese. Bishop Bootkoski and all the other 

pastors in the Diocese attended the mass celebrating the anniversary. Some 

OLV students also volunteered to help out in the mass. Victoria Levering, 

Brandon Armada, Alonzo Magsino, Dy-

lan Andrejic, Shawn Esteban, Gab-

rielle Menguito, Abigayle Wolski, and 

Sarah Nemshick were all of the stu-

dents who volun- teered at the mass. 

Overall, the mass was very inspirational 

and was a memo- rable event. Bishop 

Paul Bootkoski, our former pastors 

Michael Krull and Monsignor Terrence 

Lawler were each given a plaque to 

commemorate Our Lady of Victories. We know that Our Lady of Victories 

will continue to thrive in the future with plenty of unforgettable memories.     
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All Saints Day 
By Shawn Esteban Grade 8 

 On Nov. 1st, the 8th Grade dressed as their Con-

firmation Saints and processed into the 8:15 Mass that 

was attended by the entire student body. After Father 

Ryan's Homily, one by one, the 8th Graders explained 

what Saint they were dressed as and why this Saint is a 

Saint. The 8th 

Graders had fun 

dressing up as 

their saint and the 

rest of the school 

enjoyed looking at 

the 

saints 

and 

learn-

ing 

about 

them. 

The Checker Tournament 
By Gabrielle Menguito 8A 

 During the last week of September, the 8th grade 

class started the traditional 8th grade challenges. Through-

out the entire year, the 8th grade completes challenges, 

such as the checker tournament. First, the entire 8th grade had to face 

each other in checkers. Then it would go to the top 12, top 6, and top 

3. Many of the 8th graders said that plenty of the game plays were 

very intense. The top 3 finalists were Kyle Chaney, Mark Farrell, 

and Tyler McCormick. All three said that their game plays were 

complicated and tricky. In the end, Tyler McCormack won the 

Checker Tournament and the first 8th grade challenge. 

 

  

2010 Student Government Elections 

By: Hayley Allen 7A 

 Throughout the week leading up to October 7th candi-

dates hung posters in the hallways and handed out buttons to 

the middle school. Joe Behr in 6th grade had over 200 but-

tons! On October 7th, the entire middle school went to the 

cafeteria and heard speeches and saw Power Points by the 

candidates. After all of the presentations, the students voted 

for the candidates that they liked the best. Congratulations to 

our new Student Government board. President: Cory Ran-

som, Vice President: Lianne Villano, Treasurer: Victoria 

Levering, and Secretary: Olivia St. Fleur. Congratulations to 

our 

schoolsô 

new lead-

ers! 

Installation Mass 
By Melissa Adams 8A 

 On October 29th, the new Student Body 

Government was installed into office. First, the ex-

ecutive board was called onto the altar. Cory Ran-

som, President, Lianne Villano, Vice President, 

Olivia St. Fleur, Secretary, and Victoria Levering, 

Treasurer took an oath of office as our school lead-

ers. After they were done speaking, Mrs. Esemplare 

called up each class representative from PRE-K 3 

through 8th grade. Congratulations Student Govern-

ment! Hope it will be a great year!  

Above: Student Government President Cory 

Ransom 

OLVôs Executive Board from  Left-to-right: 

Cory Ransom, Lianne Villano, Victoria Levering, and Olivia St. Fleur 



Above: Maxi Family arriving for first day of school. 

Below: Farrell brothers. 

Above: Candle Ceremony at Back to School Mass. 

Below: Father Ryan opening his gift from the school. 

8th grade celebrating the start of the 

new year. 

Back to School 


